SACAJAWEA ELEMENTARY
PHONE: 360-313-2750
FAX: 360-313-2751
ATTENDANCE LINE:
360-313-1434
ATTENDANCE EMAIL:
Sacajawea@vansd.org

Key Dates
September & October
9/8

Fall Fundraiser Begins

9/9

Weed Pulling Party

9/11

1 Hour Early Release

9/12

PTA Meeting

9/14

Curriculum Night

9/22

Fall Fundraiser Ends

9/25

1 Hour Early Release

9/27

Picture Day

10/9

1 Hour Early Release

10/10

PTA Meeting

10/13

NO SCHOOL
In Service Day

10/14
10/18

10/27

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER by Travis Bond
Sacajawea Elementary is off to a great
start for the 2017-2018 school year. We
welcome back our returning families and
say hello to all our new students. We
have 439 total students enrolled this
year, and our students were born in 12
different countries and they speak 8
languages in addition to English.
Each day Sacajawea staff comes to work
driven to meet our collective mission.
Sacajawea is committed to high levels of
learning for all. We are dedicated to
working
collaboratively
with
our
community to:


Communicate clear learning and
behavioral expectations.



Provide a safe and nurturing learning
environment that respects and
values diversity.

Weed Pulling Party



Focus on personalized instruction.

Two Hour Early Release



Empower students and families to
recognize and celebrate growth.

10/19- NO SCHOOL
10/20 Parent Conferences
10/23

SEPTEMBER 8, 2017

It is through these commitments that we
want all of our students to develop a
growth-mindset. One in which each
Skyhawks believes that their abilities are
starting points and that their talents are
capable of being cultivated, nurtured and
developed.
Finally, we greatly appreciate your
support in following school procedures
and practices. We know that sometimes
following procedures can take longer
than we’d like. Please remember that any
inconvenience due to our safety practices
is specifically designed to help keep the
Sacajawea School Community safe. As
always, we at Sacajawea value your team
work and input. Please feel free to call
me at any time with any questions or
concerns. Let’s make this a great year!
With warm regards,
Travis Bond,
Principal

ABSENCES
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Harvest Festival
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Remember: ALL absences must be excused by phone, note,
email or in person. Please call the 24-hour attendance line
and leave a message with your student’s first and last name,
the date your student will be absent, and the reason they
were absent. It’s never too late to let us know the reason
for an absence. If you can’t remember the absence dates,
please call Cheryl in the office and she will provide the dates
for you. THANK YOU!
MAIN OFFICE: 360-313-2750
ATTENDANCE LINE: 360-313-1434
EMAIL: Sacajawea@vansd.org

SACAJAWEA
SCHEDULE:
Breakfast

8-8:20

First Bell

8:20

Tardy Bell

8:30

Dismissal

2:50

There is no supervision
or crossing guards for
students before 8:00
am. Children dropped
off before 8:00 will have
their parents called to
pick them up.
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ATTENDANCE
Vancouver School District’s goal is to ensure that students attend 90% or more of the school year. With that, we
hope to reduce the rates of chronic absenteeism to a minimum. What is chronic absenteeism? Chronic
absenteeism is defined as instances where a student is absent for more than 10% of instruction time in a school
year or missing about 2 days per month.
What you can do to help reduce chronic absences?

Establish a consistent bedtime and morning routine

Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.

Limit the amount of sick days per year, with exceptions to emergencies.

Identify possible anxiety issues with your child and talk to teachers, counselors, or other parents to make
your child feel comfortable about going to school and feel excited about learning.

Develop back up plans for instances where you as the parent cannot transport your child on certain days (i.e.
contacting another family member, trusted friend or neighbor, or another parent).

Plan medical/dental appointments and family vacations during winter, spring, or summer breaks or before,
after school and the weekends.

Communicate any transportation difficulties or other barriers to school staff.
Why is addressing chronic absenteeism important?
Establishing good attendance habits early in a child’s education is a good indicator of future school performance.
Chronically absent students are less likely to read at grade level by the 3rd grade. By the 6th grade, chronic
absenteeism is an early warning dropout indicator. Building good attendance habits early during a child’s school
career can ensure a child’s success in the future.

GOING HOME PLANS

4th

During the year, if you need to make a change to your child’s dismissal procedure please
be sure to send that information to their teacher or the office in writing. We cannot take
go home changes over the phone. Only those people on your child’s approved contact
list are able to pick your child up from school. Please keep that list updated in the office,
and make your child’s teacher aware of any changes that are made. As a precaution, we
will ask to see photo identification to verify the correct person is picking up your child. This
is district
you for helping
to keep
your child
safe!
and
5th policy.
gradeThank
basketball
begins
Monday,
January
30th!

Practices will be held in the gym from 2:50-4:00 on Mondays and Tuesdays.

CURRICULUM NIGHT

Our annual Curriculum Night will be on Thursday, September 14th from 5:30-7 pm.
Students and families are welcome! We will have two chances for you to visit your
student’s teacher, which will enable families with more than one student to visit multiple
classrooms. Classroom presentations will be during the following times:
ROTATION #1: 5:30-6:10, ROTATION #2: 6:20-7:00
Each student will receive an ice cream pass when they come to Curriculum Night. These passes will
have a space for you to write 3 things you learned during your teacher’s presentation. Once your
student has completed the pass they may exchange it for ice cream in the cafeteria!

Students and families are welcome at our annual Curriculum
Night. We will have two chances for you to visit your student’s
teacher, which will enable families with more than one student
to visit multiple classrooms. Classroom presentations will be
during the following times:

ROTATION #1: 5:30-6:10, ROTATION #2: 6:20-7:00

Sponsored by:

Each student will receive an ice cream pass when they come to
Curriculum Night. These passes will have a space for you to
write 3 things you learned during your teacher’s presentation.
Once your student has completed the pass they may exchange
it for ice cream in the cafeteria!

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

