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Key Dates

SEPTEMBER 28, 2018

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER by Travis Bond
Dear Skyhawk Families,

October
1

40 Min. Early Release

8

40 Min. Early Release

9

PTA Meeting @ 6pm

12

NO SCHOOL-In Service

15

40 Min. Early Release

16

Immunization
Exclusion Day

17

2 Hour Early ReleaseConferences

18

NO SCHOOLConferences

19

NO SCHOOLConferences

21

Weed Pulling Party

22

40 Min. Early Release

26

Picture Retake Day

26

Harvest Festival

29

40 Min. Early Release

Inside This Issue:
Principal’s Corner

1

Principal’s Corner, cont.

2

Weather

2

Mobile FCRC

2

Student Safety

2

From the Nurse

3

Early Releases

3

Attendance

3

PTA Information

4

There will be no school on Thursday,
10/18 and Friday, 10/19. These days are
for our Parent/Teacher Conferences. If
your child’s teacher has set up a conference time to meet with you, please plan
to attend. It is very important to discuss
each child’s progress and ways to
improve student learning. If you have
not arranged a conference time, please
be sure to arrange one with your
student’s teacher as soon as possible.
Also, please make a note that 10/17 is a
two hour early release. Grades K-5 will
be released at 12:50 pm.

Getting Ready for Conferences
School conferences are a great way to
learn more about how your child is
doing in school. It is also a good time for
you to tell the teacher important things
about your child. The key to a successful
conference is two-way communication.
By exchanging information, parents and
teachers can set the stage for a great
school year.
Before the Conference
Before you attend the conference,
spend a few minutes talking with your
child. Tell him/her that you need help
preparing for the conference. You might:
• Ask what they would like you to talk
about with their teacher.
• Ask what they think the teacher will
say.
• Ask about things they like and don’t
like, problems and successes.
• Let them know that after the

conference you will discuss what the
teacher said.
What Should the Teacher Know?
As a parent, you know your child better
than anyone else. Here is some
information you might want to share
with your child’s teacher:
• Favorite subjects
• Outside interests and hobbies
• Any medical or health needs
• Things happening at home that may
affect school work - moving, divorce, the
birth of a child.
Plan For Your Conference
Before you come to your conference,
write out questions you’d like to ask.
Here are suggestions:
• Does my child get along with others?
• Does my child read at grade level?
• What are my child’s strengths and
weaknesses?
• How is my child’s behavior?
• Is my child able to do the math that
you would expect for a student in his or
her grade?
At the
Conference
Keep an
open mind.
Remember
that both
you and the
teacher want
to help your
child
succeed.
Continued on page 2

SACAJAWEA
SCHEDULE:

Breakfast

8-8:20

First Bell

8:20

Tardy Bell

8:30

Dismissal

2:50*

*2:10 every Monday
There is no supervision
or crossing guards for
students before 8:00 am.
Children dropped off
before 8:00 will have
their parents called to
pick them up.
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER, continued...
Your goal is to work in cooperation with your child’s teacher. Even if the teacher says something you disagree
with, try to listen to what he or she has to say. Ask to see your child’s work. There is no better way to see how
your child is progressing. Ask for suggestions. If your child is doing well, ask what you can do to keep things on a
positive track. If there are problems, ask what you can do to help. Ask the teacher to explain anything you don’t
understand. Every profession has its own jargon which can be hard to understand. If you don’t understand what’s
being said, ask. Sum up what you think has been said. This will make sure you both agree on any decisions you
have made about your child. If necessary, ask to meet again.
After the Conference
Follow up. Stay in touch with the teacher. If you think of a question you
didn’t ask, send a note or email to your child’s teacher. Talk with your child.
Stress the positive things his/her teacher said. And remember, both you and
your child’s teacher want what’s best for your child.
Sincerely,
Travis Bond, Principal

CHANGE IN WEATHER
With fall in the air, our thoughts go to the long, wet season ahead! Here at Sacajawea
we have outdoor recess every day except in cases of extreme weather: Hail, thunder
and lightning, icy, or excessively windy conditions. Please be sure that your student is
dressed for the weather conditions!

MEET OUR MOBILE FCRC!
Greetings, Skyhawk families! My name is Brenda Starr and I am the Mobile Family
Community Resource Coordinator (FCRC). Every Tuesday from 8 am-11:30 am, I will
be available to provide you with resources for housing, food, clothing, health services
and dental care, utility assistance and much more! I look forward to becoming part of
the Sacajawea community and getting to know you! Please don’t ever hesitate to
stop by or call. I am here to support you and your family!
Brenda Starr - Mobile FCRC at Sacajawea on Tuesdays, 8am-11:30am
(360) 721-8464 · brenda.starr@vansd.org

STUDENT SAFETY WALKING TO SCHOOL
Parents, please remind your children who walk to school of the following: Cross the street
at corners, use traffic signals and crosswalks. Look left, right, and left again when crossing.
Always walk, never run, when crossing the street. Walk on sidewalks or paths. Walk
facing traffic as far left as possible if there are no sidewalks. Never run out into the street
or cross in between parked cars. Wear a properly fitting helmet every time they ride a bicycle or a scooter.
Wear light colored clothing or clothing with reflective features to help drivers see them.
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NOTES FROM THE NURSE
Welcome to another school year! Several reminders for parents:
Vaccinations are required for school attendance. Letters are being sent this week to parents of
students who are out of compliance with Washington requirements. Those who are not up-to-date by
October 16th, will not be allowed to attend school until they are vaccinated. Immunizations can be
obtained at local pharmacies as well as the Free Clinic of Southwest Washington 360-313-1390.
Illness: If your child is ill, please keep them home to avoid spreading sickness in our school population. A
rule of thumb to follow – if your child has a fever of 100 degrees or more, keep them home until their fever
is under 100 for at least 24 hours (without the use of fever-reducing medication). Also, if they have active
vomiting or diarrhea, do not allow them to return to school until 24 hours after the last episode. In
addition, if your student has a persistent cough, they should be kept home until coughing is improved (or
once your physician clears them to return to school.) Flu shots are recommended to optimize the health of
your student, your family, and the community at large.
Thank you for your assistance keeping our school community healthy!
Candra Cook, RN, MSN, NCSN - Sacajawea Elementary

MONDAY EARLY RELEASES
REMINDER: Every Monday is a 40 minute early
release this year. School will end at 2:10pm. All
schools will release students 40 minutes early every
Monday unless the day falls on a holiday or during
school break (there will be no 40 minute early
release days in June). THANK YOU!

VPS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
The Vancouver School District switched from a two period elementary school schedule to a three period
elementary school schedule this year. The period times are as follows:

1st period: 8:30 - 10:00
2nd period: 10:01 - 12:30
3rd period: 12:31 - 2:50
Students are marked “tardy” the first 30 minutes of a class period. After 30 minutes they are marked
“absent” for that class period. Examples: If a student arrives at 9:15, they would be marked “absent” for
period 1. If a student arrive at 10:20, they would be marked “absent” for period 1, and “tardy” for period 2.
Students will be marked “departed early” if they leave the last 30 minutes of a class period. If they leave
with more than 30 minutes remaining of that period, they would be marked “absent”. Examples: If a
student leaves at 2:35, they would be marked “departed early” for period 3. If a student leaves at 12:10, they
would be marked “departed early” for period 2, and “absent” for period 3.
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PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD
President: Leah Morris is the mother of five boys, two former Skyhawks and three
current Skyhawks. She is the Harvest Festival chair, a classroom helper, coaches
soccer and baseball, and works at Winco.
Vice President: Cristi Wikstrom is mom to one 5 th grade Skyhawk and one former
Skyhawk. Cristi runs the Rewards Program, the Clothes and Book Swap, the school
Grounds Clean-Up, the Spring Carnival, and if that’s not enough she can be found
every day at Columbia River being an awesome lunch lady.
Treasurer: Wendi Stone has three former Skyhawks and one current Skyhawk.
Wendi attended Sacajawea when she was a child and decided she never wanted to
leave. Wendi is also our Membership Chair.
Brianna, Leah, Cristi, Brandi, and Wendi

Secretary: Brianna Welburn has two former Skyhawks, one current Skyhawk
and one Skyhawk-in-training. Brianna co-chairs the Fall and Spring Fundraisers, and Buy-a-Bid at the Spring Carnival.

Past President: Brandi Dyment has one current Skyhawk, one former Skyhawk and is mom to Pixie the pizza stealing
dog. Brandi is the executive in charge of Friday Folders, the Spirit Wear chair, Fall and Spring Fundraiser co-chair, Buy-a
-Bid co-chair, AND Volunteer Coordinator.

PTA NEWS
Membership: PTA memberships expire on October 31st, so if you haven't already done so, please renew your
membership as soon as possible. One year is $11, or $12 online. Currently, we have 74 members. For questions, or if
you lost the envelope that came home in Friday Folders last week, please contact Wendi Stone.
Fall Fundraiser: Our two Fall Fundraisers Payback Books, and Phantom donations and are due Friday, September
28th. If you notice yours is still sitting at home, we do take late orders, but please turn it turned in soon!

HARVEST FESTIVAL
You are invited to the first Sacajawea Family Fun Night of the year! October 26th is our annual Harvest Festival from
6:30-8:30. Join us for a free night of games, music, dancing, a selfie station, and HARVEST BINGO!
Free chips or popcorn and water will be provided. There will also be snack items for sale for our
5th grade fundraiser. Halloween costumes are optional and must be age appropriate. Please
NO scary masks or gory costumes. ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT.

PTA REWARDS
Rewards: Sacajawea PTA participates in several FREE fundraising programs. All you have to do is sign up and shop at
Grocery Outlet, Fred Meyer, Amazon Smile, Vancouver Mall, or clip and send in Box Tops for Education and PTA earns
money for things like playground equipment and teacher wish-lists. Sign up and shop.
Mall Rewards: If you like to shop, have shopped or are going to shop at Vancouver Mall, save your receipts. Just by
logging your mall receipts our school earns money! Turn in your receipts, along with your Box Tops, and your receipts
will be logged for you. Last spring we were in 4th place and won $1500. This year lets get 1st place! Contact Cristi Wikstrom (eric21cristi@gmail.com) for questions or more information.

