SACAJAWEA ELEMENTARY
PHONE: 360-313-2750
FAX: 360-313-2751
ATTENDANCE LINE:
360-313-1434
ATTENDANCE EMAIL:
sacajawea.attendance@vansd.org

Key Dates
April-June
4/22

Earth Day Clean Up

4/23

1 Hour Early Release

4/23

MOD Pizza Night

5/7

1 Hour Early Release

5/8

PTA Meeting

5/23

Early Literacy Event

5/28

NO SCHOOL Mem. Day

6/1

Carnival

6/5

PTA Meeting

6/7

Kinder Round-Up

6/8

Preschool Last Day

6/15

2 Hour Early Release

6/18

2 Hour Early Release

6/18

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

APRIL 20, 2018

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER by Connie Hogan, Administrative Intern
Welcome back from Spring Break! We
hope that all of you enjoyed your time
away. As we settle back in, some of our
grade levels are preparing for our end of
year state testing. When we think about
testing, the idea can be met with mixed
emotions. We would like to remind our
families that the state testing is only one
way in which we measure a student’s
academic growth here at school. With the
help and support from you at home, we
can ensure that students have the right
attitude going into these tests to help them
succeed. Here are some tips to consider as
you prepare yourself and your children for
the upcoming tests.
The Night Before the Test
1. Make sure your child gets plenty of
sleep the night before the test.
2. Plan ahead to avoid problems before the
test so he/she doesn't go to bed upset.
3. Tell your child you know tests can be
hard, but that taking them gives him/her a
chance to show how well he/she can do.
4. Be encouraging -- let your child know
you think he/she will do well on the test.
5. Consider playing an educational game
like Scrabble™ to help your child get into
the testing spirit.
The Morning of the Test
1. Have your child get up early enough to
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avoid hurrying.
2. Make sure your child has a
good breakfast on the morning of the test.
3. Have your child dress in something
comfortable and familiar.
4. Be positive when you send your child to
school.
5. Make sure he/she comes to school on
the day of the test (make-ups are difficult
to arrange).
After the Test
1. Reward your child for trying hard.
2. Talk with your child about what was
learned from the test.
3. Talk with your child about what can be
done between now and the next time a
test is given to improve their performance.
When you receive your child's test results:
1. Don't compare his/her performance to a
sibling or a friend's child.
2. Point out your child's strong areas and
how proud you are.
3. Talk about the areas of need and how
the family can work together to improve
those areas.
Thank you in advance for your support as
we celebrate all the growth your students
have made this year.
Sincerely,
Connie Hogan

SACAJAWEA
SCHEDULE:

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Breakfast

8-8:20

It’s time to start our countdown to kindergarten! Any
child who will be 5 years old on or before August 31st
can register for the 2018-2019 school year starting on
April 9, 2018. What to bring when you register: A birth
certificate, immunization records, and proof of address
(driver’s license or mail with name and address).

First Bell

8:20

Tardy Bell

8:30

Dismissal

2:50

There is no supervision
or crossing guards for
students before 8:00
am. Children dropped
off before 8:00 will have
their parents called to
pick them up.
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MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW MOBILE FCRC
Greetings, Sacajawea families! My name is Brenda Starr and I am the new Mobile Family Community
Resource Center (FCRC) Coordinator. I come to the district with nearly 10 years of experience working with
families and helping them access the resources in our community. Every Tuesday from 8 am – 11:45 am, I
will be available to provide you with resources for housing, food, clothing, utility assistance and much
more! I look forward to becoming part of the Sacajawea Elementary community and getting to know some
of you! Please don’t ever hesitate to stop by or call me – I am here to support you and your family!

Brenda Starr – Mobile FCRC
At Sacajawea Tuesdays, 8am – 11:45am
(360) 721-8464
brenda.starr@vansd.org

MESSAGES WILL NOW REACH MORE FAMILIES!
VPS is always looking for ways to improve communication with all of our families including families with
students who have multiple residences. In response to parent requests, these families now will receive auto
calls and emails from their school. The following criteria must be in place:


The family must be listed as the “second” family on the school registration form.



The family must also be signed up for the district’s online Parent Access.

At this time, attendance messages will continue to go to the parent who has listed their phone number and
email as the primary contact. Parents who do not wish to receive school messages can opt out from
receiving emails and calls. Instructions to opt out:


Opting out of auto calls: Call 855-502-7867 from the phone number that is receiving the phone calls.



Opting out of emails: Parents can click on the "unsubscribe" link at the bottom of the email to stop
receiving emails. Questions? Please call our school office at 360-313-2750.

ABSENCES AND TARDIES
Did you know that only the office can excuse an absence?
There are several ways to EXCUSE or PREARRANGE absences:
1. Leave a voicemail on the attendance line: 360-313-1434
2. Email the attendance email account: Sacajawea.attendance@vansd.org
3. Send a note to school with your child, which will be sent to the office.
***Emailing the teacher is a great idea, but they can not excuse an absence.

NEW TARDY POLICY:
IF YOUR STUDENT
ARRIVES AFTER THE
TARDY BELL AT 8:30
AM THEY MUST BE
SIGNED IN AT THE
OFFICE BY AN ADULT.
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SBAC AND i-READY TESTING SCHEDULE
This spring, 3rd-5th grade students will take the Smarter
Balanced tests in math and English language arts. Students in
grades 5 and 8 will also take the Washington Comprehensive
Assessment of Science (WCAS).
This is the fourth year our state will administer the Smarter
Balanced tests and the first year for the WCAS. The results
from these tests will give a more accurate picture of whether
students are on track to be ready for college or career.

TESTING DATES BY GRADE:

Kindergarten i-Ready

May 22-25

1st grade i-Ready

May 29-June 1

2nd grade i-Ready

May 21-25

3rd grade SBA

May 7-10, 14-17

3rd grade i-Ready

June 4-8

4th grade SBA

May 14-17, 21-25

For more information about the Smarter Balanced tests, visit 4th grade i-Ready
May 29-June 1
www.k12.wa.us/smarter. To try out an online Smarter 5th grade SBA
May 21-25, 29-31
Balanced practice test, visit https://wa.portal.airast.org/
5th grade SBA/i-Ready June 4-8
training-tests.stml. For more information about the WCAS,
visit http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/Assessments.aspx. To try out a WCAS training test, visit https://
wa.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml. Thank you for helping us to make sure your child is successful.

5TH GRADE VACCINATIONS
It’s already that time to start thinking ahead to middle school!
All 11-year-old 6th grade students are required, by state law, to have a Tdap vaccine before they can start
middle school.
If your 5th grader is already 11 years old, please call your child’s medical provider to schedule an
appointment. If they are still 10, it’s a good idea to make the call to schedule an appointment for after their
11th birthday. (Hint: Don’t wait until right before school starts! August is very busy for the medical
providers, as every incoming kindergartner and every 6th grader will need immunizations - if you wait, you
might not get an appointment!)
As soon as they receive their shot, please bring in the proof of immunizations to the
office and we will update our records. If you have questions or concerns, please
contact the school nurse at 360-313-2750.
Thank you!
Your School Nurse, Allison Sparrow RN

NON DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
"Vancouver School District is an Equal Opportunity District in education programs, activities, services, and employment. The district does not
discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, sex, national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, including gender expression or identity,
age, families with children, honorably discharged veteran or military status, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a
trained dog guide or service animal. The district provides equal access to the Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. The district
complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 402 of the Vietnam Era Veterans
Readjustment Act of 1974, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act, Older
Worker Protection Act, and all other state, federal, and local equal opportunity laws. You may also contact any of the following people by writing to
them at Vancouver School District, PO Box 8937, Vancouver, Washington 98668-8937 or by calling 360-313-1000: ADA–Kathy Everidge; Title VII, 504
–Kym Tyelyn-Carlson; IDEA–Daniel Bettis; Affirmative Action–Kathy Everidge; Title IX Elementary–Debra Hale, Doug Hood; Title IX Secondary–Chris
Olsen, Doug Hood; Athletic Equity–Albert Alcantar. This notification can be provided in the appropriate language for communities of national origin
and minority persons with limited English language skills by contacting 360-313-1250."

