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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER by Travis Bond

sacajawea.attendance@vansd.org

Dear Sacajawea Families,
What a Difference Attendance Makes.
Every Minute Counts!

Key Dates
February & March
2/12

1 Hour Early Release

2/13

PTA Meeting

2/15

STEM Family Night

2/19

NO SCHOOL
President’s Day

According to multiple studies, missing
several days of school over the course of
a year significantly reduces the likelihood
that students will graduate from high
school. With attendance a crucial factor
to keeping kids on the right path to
graduation. Below is some of the
research on why attendance matters.

2/26

1 Hour Early Release

Start Strong

2/263/2

Read Across America
Week

3/1

Barnes & Noble Night

3/5-19 Spring Fundraiser

Absenteeism in the first month of school
can predict frequent absences later in
the school year. Nearly half of all
students that missed more than two
days of school in September went on to
miss almost a month of school.

3/12

1 Hour Early Release

Chronic Absences

3/13

PTA Meeting

3/17

Weed Pulling

3/26

1 Hour Early Release

3/27

Dinner and Art Show

An estimated 5 to 7.5 million students in
the United States miss almost a month of
school every year. This adds up to over a
year missed by the time of graduation.
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Early Absences Lead to Attendance
Issues in Later Grades. Absenteeism
starts early.

One in 10 kindergarteners and first
graders are considered to be “chronically
absent.” Chronic Absence = Missing two
or more days per month Research shows
students who miss 10 percent of school,
or two days per month, show negative
academic progress. In some schools, that
adds up to 18 days a school year and is
considered chronic absence.
Third Grade Reading Level
Poor attendance can keep children from
reading proficiently by the end of third
grade, which is shown to negatively
affect their chances of graduating on
time.
Every Minute Matters

If a student is 10 minutes late to school
each day, this adds up to missing more
than 33 hours of class time. A student
with a 90 percent attendance average
for Kindergarten through 12th grade will
miss over a year of accumulated time in
the classroom.
Thank you for making attendance a
priority!
Travis Bond,
Principal

SACAJAWEA
SCHEDULE:

Breakfast

8-8:20

FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE CHALLENGE

First Bell

8:20

In February we will be holding our first
Winter Attendance Olympics, a class
attendance contest where the three
classes with the highest attendance
percentages win prizes for the month of February. Our
gold prize will be popcorn and a movie during lunch
recess. Our silver prize will be ice cream at lunch. And
our bronze prize will be licorice at lunch.

Tardy Bell

8:30

Dismissal

2:50

There is no supervision
or crossing guards for
students before 8:00
am. Children dropped
off before 8:00 will have
their parents called to
pick them up.
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STORMWATER INFORMATION
Vancouver families depend on clean rivers, streams and lakes for swimming,
fishing and preserving habitat for future generations. You can help reduce one of
the biggest threats to our waterways, pollution left behind from everyday activities
that gets picked up by stormwater.
We all contribute to stormwater pollution, so we all need to be part of the solution. Here are three easy tips you can
follow to reduce water pollution and help protect our rivers, streams and lakes.
Only rain down the drain. As simple as it sounds, this is the most important principle for reducing water pollution,
and it should be taken literally. Whatever goes down the storm drain almost always ends up in our streams. Even if
you’re not putting anything directly into a storm drain, be aware of what runoff can pick up from your home and yard.
This includes grass clippings, car washing soap, fertilizers and pet waste, just to name a few.
“Natural” can still be pollution. It’s easy to overlook pollutants that seem “natural,” such as grass clippings, pet waste
and organic fertilizers. In our developed communities, these are significant sources of pollution. Fecal coliform is one
of the top pollutants found in streams, and much of it comes from pet owners who don’t pick their pet’s waste.
Nutrients in yard debris and fertilizers feed potentially toxic algae that deplete water of oxygen needed by aquatic life.
Sweep it up, don’t hose if off. Using a hose to wash away a spill or clean the driveway is a sure way to send
pollutants to our streams. Instead, use a broom and dustpan to sweep up pollutants, close them in a bag and put it in
the garbage. For liquid spills, put down an absorbent material, such as kitty litter, and sweep it into a bag before
disposing in the trash.
For more ideas, visit www.clark.wa.gov/cleanwater and thank you for being part of the solution.

READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK
Read Across America Week will be February 26th-March 2nd! Information about the Read
Across America Book Swap, and how to become a guest reader, will be going home today in
Friday Folders. Please drop off any children's book donations for our Book Swap in the
office. We are also looking for guest readers on Friday, March 2nd. Stay tuned for a sign-up
for snack donations for Guest Reader Day, and information on spirit days during RAA week.

STEM NIGHT
Our STEM Night will be February 15th from 6-7:30 pm. Come see what your students have
been working on in class! Demonstrations, experiments, project based learning, the scientific
method, makers space, AND MORE! Join us for a fun filled night for the whole family!

PLASTIC BAG RECYCLING
Sacajawea is collecting plastic bags for recycling. If we can collect more than 500 pounds of
plastic refuse (about 40,500 plastic bags), a high-performance composite bench will be
donated to our school. Look for drop off bins at Sacajawea. You can bring in grocery bags,
case overwrap, dry cleaning bags, newspaper sleeves, cereal bags, zip-loc bags, and more
through April 15th. All materials must be clean, dry and free of food residue. Thank you for
helping us with the Plastic Bag Challenge!
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BARNES AND NOBLE NIGHT
You are invited to a special event at Barnes and Noble on Thursday, March
1st! From 5-5:15 pm Mr. Bookman will be doing a reading at Barnes and
Noble. Art from Sacajawea students will also be on display. A percentage of all
sales will go back to VPS school libraries. See you there!

VISIT FELIDA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND
THOMAS JEFFERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Vancouver Public Schools will hold a free tour of Felida Elementary School and Thomas
Jefferson Middle School on Friday, February 23, 2018. Everyone is welcome to attend to
learn about these schools and the district.
At Felida, visitors will tour classrooms where students are increasing their math proficiency and skills
through innovative uses of technology. Students will demonstrate how they practice the 7 Habits of
Successful Kids to guide their decisions about time, work habits and friends.
Visitors also will explore the technology-rich environment in which Jefferson students are taught and learn
on one-to-one iPads. Tour members will visit a project-based Gateway to Technology program, coding class
and eighth-grade history class. At Jefferson, tour-goers will discover the school’s strong commitment to
teaching positive, respectful behaviors.

Finally, attendees will learn about the mobile Family-Community Resource Center that assists students and
families who live in poverty. The mobile FCRC received a 2017 Magna Award Grand Prize from the National
School Boards Association
Superintendent Steve Webb will host the free tour, which begins and ends at the Bates Center for
Educational Leadership, 2921 Falk Rd. The tour starts at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at noon. After visiting
Felida and Jefferson guests have the option of enjoying a student musical performance and delicious lunch
prepared by culinary arts students. Lunch is available for $5 per person.
Everyone is welcome, but space is limited. To sign up, call Sue Knable at 360-313-4720, email
susan.knable@vansd.org or sign up online at http://vansd.org/visit-vps.

TARDIES
“But my child is only 5 minutes late!”
 TODAY: Your child misses 5 minutes of learning
 THIS WEEK: They miss 25 minutes of learning
 THIS HALF TERM: It has increased to 2 hours 40 minutes of learning
 THIS YEAR: Now they have missed 16 hours or 3 days 1 hour of learning.
 BY THE END OF YEAR 2: Rising to 9 days 3 hours of learning
 IN THEIR SCHOOL LIFE: They have missed 38 days 2 hours, or 7 weeks 3 days 2 hours of learning
Your child’s learning is important. Please bring them to school on time! IF STUDENTS ARE LATE THEY
MUST BE SIGNED IN AT THE OFFICE BY AN ADULT. Thank you!
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Non Discrimination Statement:

"Vancouver School District is an Equal Opportunity District in education programs, activities, services,
and employment. The district does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, sex,
national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, including gender expression or identity, age,
families with children, honorably discharged veteran or military status, the presence of any sensory,
mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal. The district provides
equal access to the Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. The district complies
with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972,
Section 402 of the Vietnam Era Veterans Readjustment Act of 1974, the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act, Older Worker
Protection Act, and all other state, federal, and local equal opportunity laws. You may also contact any
of the following people by writing to them at Vancouver School District, PO Box 8937, Vancouver,
Washington 98668-8937 or by calling 360-313-1000: ADA–Kathy Everidge; Title VII, 504–Kym TyelynCarlson; IDEA–Daniel Bettis; Affirmative Action–Kathy Everidge; Title IX Elementary–Debra Hale, Doug
Hood; Title IX Secondary–Chris Olsen, Doug Hood; Athletic Equity–Albert Alcantar. This notification
can be provided in the appropriate language for communities of national origin and minority persons
with limited English language skills by contacting 360-313-1250."

