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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER by Travis Bond

Key Dates

Dear Sacajawea School Community,

November

With the first two months of school
behind us, we have all settled into our
routines. Initial assessments are done
and teachers are focused on meeting
the needs of each student. Throughout
Sacajawea, our emphasis continues to
be “Knowing and Serving” each student,
meaning that we want to ensure that
each student is known, respected and
celebrated in a way that promotes love
of self and love of learning.

5

40 Min. Early Release

5

Hearing /Vision
Screening

6

Chipotle Partnership
Night

7

Veteran’s Day
Assembly

12

Veteran’s Day
NO SCHOOL

13

PTA Meeting

15

Thanksgiving Lunch in
the Cafeteria

19

40 Min. Early Release

Here at Sacajawea, this goal is reflected
in three main areas:

21-23 Thanksgiving Break
NO SCHOOL
26

NOVEMBER 2, 2018

40 Min. Early Release

28

Girls Volleyball
Skilleree

29

Boys Volleyball
Skilleree



Differentiating learning to support
students at all levels;



Focusing on social-emotional and
problem solving skills;



Knowing every child as a whole
person, noting their strengths and
building on them.

This work also involves our Positive
Behavior Intervention Supports (PBIS)
program. You might know this student
management system because of the trail
tokens students receive to recognize
good behavior.
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Behind the scenes, PBIS operates as a
team that meets weekly to review and
discuss social and behavioral trends in
our school culture and the community,
and to make sure that we’re providing
supports in the right places. The goal is
to maintain a school culture that supports a positive learning environment
for all students.
Another piece of the PBIS program is
character education. As part of a more

formalized approach to this subject, we
have decided this year to continue our
focus on one trait each month that can
have a wide-ranging impact. November’s
character trait is Citizenship.
A second component of the “Knowing
and Serving” mission is differentiated
learning. This means teaching the same
essential standard to different groups at
different levels. Teachers create unit
plans, focusing on the essential standard
that the grade level team has
determined has the greatest need. They
monitor student progress along the way
and then re-evaluate to see what the
next steps should be. These intervention
times occur a minimum of three days
per week. The idea of “intervention”
covers the whole spectrum of learning
levels, from filling in the gaps for some
students to extending lessons to the
next level for others.
Lastly, it has been fantastic to see so
many of our parents volunteering in the
classrooms and on field trips! If you are
interested in more opportunities, please
contact the
SACAJAWEA
Sacajawea
PTA. They
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can always
Breakfast
8-8:20
use helping
First Bell
8:20
hands for the
amazing
Tardy Bell
8:30
events they
Dismissal
2:50*
plan for our
*2:10
every
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Sincerely,
Travis Bond,
Principal

There is no supervision
or crossing guards for
students before 8:00 am.
Children dropped off
before 8:00 will have
their parents called to
pick them up.
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EXCUSING ABSENCES
If a child must be kept out of school due to illness or family emergency,
parents are asked to call the Attendance/Information voice mail at
(360) 313-1434 no later than 9:00 am that day to report the absence.
You may also email sacajawea.attendance@vansd.org. To assure the
safety of our students, each day a call will be made to the home of each
absent child whose family has not called or notified the school office. If you have not called or emailed
about the absence, state law requires the student to bring a written excuse signed by the parent/
guardian to be given to the office upon return. Students who arrive after the last bell at 8:30 am will be
considered tardy and must have an adult sign them in at the school office to obtain a tardy pass.

BOOK FAIR
The Enchanted Forest Scholastic Book Fair will be held December 3th - 6th in
the Sacajawea Media Center. Our Bagels and Books Breakfast will be on
December 4th from 7:30-8:20, and our Family Reading Night will be held
Thursday, December 5th from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm. Please keep an eye out
for more information and a volunteer sign-up in your Friday Folders.

CHIPOTLE NIGHT
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR OUR CHIPOTLE PARTNERSHIP
NIGHT! It will be held on Monday, November 6th from 4-8 pm
at Chipotle on 78th Street. Please bring the flyer that will be
sent home in Friday Folders during November. SEE YOU THERE!

VOLLEYBALL SKILLEREES
The girls’ and boys’ volleyball skillerees are coming soon! Come cheer on our 4th and
5th graders as they display their amazing volleyball skills. The Girls’ Volleyball
Skilleree will be November 28th, 3:45 pm - 6 pm @ Chinook and the Boys’
Volleyball Skilleree will be November 29th, 3:45 pm - 6 pm @ Chinook.

SACAJAWEA SOCIAL MEDIA
It’s easier than ever to keep up with the latest news from Sacajawea. You can find us on Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube and Twitter! Follow Mr. Bond on Twitter @Sac_Principal, see pictures and updates
on Instagram @sacajaweaelementary, and follow us on Facebook @SacajaweaES. You can also watch
Skyhawks News and school assemblies live on our Skyhawk News YouTube channel. Download the
Vancouver Public Schools app for your mobile devices
which gives you a personalized window into what is
happening at the district and at the schools. Imagine
what you can learn!
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NEWS FROM ART
To start the year, all grades worked on their beautiful Art to
Remember projects. They were excited to use the watercolor
crayon and pencils. (A great idea for presents.) We are going
to now transition to Autumn fun. Learning about changing
leaves, warm and cool colors, lines and contrast, and even
doing some mixed media with fifth grade.

NEWS FROM CREATIVE MOVEMENT
Aiming to build a sense of community where students can explore movement in a safe and
supportive environment. In September we learned a 32-count hiphop dance sequence. Ask your
student to show you their moves! To start the
year, our focus was on Locomotor movements
vs. Non-Locomotor movements, General Space
vs. Self Space, and Speed/Tempo. In October we
have continued to explore these dance concepts
as well as Size vs. Level.

NEWS FROM P.E.
We have been playing a host of student friendly playground games - those that YOU remember such as
four-square, wall ball, etc. Here we emphasize, fair
play, taking turns, problem-solving, and encouraging
each other. With volleyball season right around the
corner, every learner has played with basic ball
handling such as the self toss, sets and wall-volleys. Finally, we work with partners, and integrate
the Sacajawea core values in every session.

NEWS FROM MUSIC
K-5th Grade Students are working on “Steady Beat”, and
how to play different rhythms on body percussion (pat,
clap, snap). We’re playing instruments like tambourine,
drums, rhythm sticks, and maracas! We are also learning
about how we can support our community through singing, like preparing the Star Spangled Banner and other
traditional tunes for Veteran’s Day this month!

